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MINUTES OF THE DECEMBER 17, 2021 MEETING 
WebEx Event 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
President Villy Wang called the meeting to order at 2:14pm. 
 

ROLL CALL 
Commissioners Present:  
Villy Wang 
Jon Rubin 
Matt Stiker 
Jim Beaumonte 
Belle Taylor-McGhee 
Claudine Cheng 
Tony Delorio 
Jack S. Song 
Alix Rosenthal 
Julie Gilman Veronese 
Lynne Newhouse Segal 
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE DATE MEETING (ACTION ITEM) 
President Wang asked for a motion to approve the minutes of the November 16, 2020 meeting. Commissioner 
Beaumonte made the motion and Commissioner Rubin seconded the motion. President Wang asked for comments 
and none were given. The minutes were approved.  
 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT (DISCUSSION ONLY) 
President Wang began by welcoming everyone to the December meeting. She first gave an update on the Racial 
Equity discussions she’s had with the Film Office staff and expressed excitement for the presentation later in the 
meeting around OEWD’s Racial Equity Plan. She thanked the special guests for attending the meeting for this 
section. She then proposed having a virtual retreat for the Commission around Racial Equity in the second quarter 
of the year. Possible dates include April 26, May 24 or June 28. She would like input on some timing for the retreat 
as well as topics that can be discussed during the retreat. She gave a bit of context regarding the annual retreats and 
how it can be done this year virtually. 
 
Lastly, she gave a notice about the January meeting next month where elections for President and Vice President 
will be held. She then ended her report and asked for Commissioner comments. 
 
Commissioner Segal stated that a retreat would be a great idea and that she preferred having multiple extended 



meetings rather than one very long one. 
 
Commissioner Rubin agreed with Commissioner Segal and added that he would love to get an agenda a month in 
advance to help prepare for the retreat. It would also be helpful to take time in the meeting before the retreat to 
discuss the agenda. 
 
President Wang restated the suggestions and added that herself along with the Office can work to develop this 
agenda – the work of planning the retreat needs to be balanced with the work of the Office. 
 
President Wang asked for any more Commissioner or public comments and none were given. 
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT (DISCUSSION ONLY) 
Executive Director Robbins started by giving a short report on the latest filming guidelines under COVID-19. The 
highlights of the changes are: 

1. No indoor catering/ craft service. Productions can do "walking lunches" outside only. They can also be 
given pre-packaged meals and eat separately, maintaining at least 6 feet from anyone else OR they can be 
provided money to purchase their food from a local restaurant doing take-out and delivery, which supports 
our local businesses. 

2. For Hair & Make-up services and filming indoors, cast member(s) who will be removing their Face 
Coverings (indoors or out) must receive a negative nucleic acid diagnostic test for COVID-19 within 72 
hours before the shoot starts.   

3. The ban for no filming past 10pm was reversed. 
 
She also clarified that under the current order, lodging facilities may offer lodging for essential functions and travel 
including COVID-19 mitigation and containment measures, treatment measures, accommodation for Essential 
Workers, or housing solutions, including measures to protect homeless populations. Sports teams operating under 
an approved plan and film/media crews allowed to operate under this Order are considered essential workers for 
purposes of this Section. Executive Director Robbins blasted out this information to her contacts to let them know 
of this information, stating that San Francisco is still opened for filming and lodging. 
 
Executive Director Robbins then gave an update on the number of recent and current film permits and notable 
productions which have shot or are shooting in San Francisco. There were 18 projects with 36 shoot days and 
$6,300 in permit fees between November 17 and December 15. Last month, there were 23 projects with 61 shoot 
days and $8,050 in permit fees between October 18 and November 16. This is down 21% in permits, 41% in shoot 
days and 22% in permit fees since last month. This is largely due to the uncertainty of the times with the 
restrictions put in place for COVID. A lot of people assumed they could not film in San Francisco with the curfew 
and stay at home orders. The strongest categories were in Corporate/Industrial, Still Photo permits and TV 
Commercials, with each category having 6-7 shoot days. 
 
She then shared notable productions:  

• 5 days of a Williams Sonoma shoot 
• TV series which shot 5 days here called Outlaw: The Saga of Aferi & Tupac Shakur 
• Capital Arts Creative 5 day commercial about a new driverless car call Zoox which filmed in front of the 

Fairmont and at Coit Tower. 
 

Some updates on upcoming productions include: 
• Netflix series Woke – she had spoken to the production and recruited a local producer to help them navigate 

how to film in San Francisco, including budgetary concerns. She had discussed this with Commissioner 
Beaumonte about this as well and thinks it’s a great opportunity for the City. 



• Independent film to shoot here in May 2021 – Ms. Debbie Brubaker is working with the production and the 
entirety of filming will be in San Francisco so they will be eligible for the Rebate Program. They plan to do 
pre-production and shooting in mid-June & July 2021. 

• Goliath will not be shooting their first unit here in January but instead doing some plate and drone shots. 
 
Finally, Executive Director Robbins shared briefly about the upcoming annual report. She’s currently working on 
the annual report for the previous fiscal year which ended June 30, 2020.  Since the numbers were down so much 
in permits, she’s focusing much of it on the benefits the productions that did come here had for locals such as 
merchants, crew and the creation of internships. She’s gotten some great quotes, including one from Mr. Rodney 
Fong, the head of the Chamber of Commerce, about the benefits of film production, a few from Chinatown 
merchants who benefitted from both Matrix and Goliath filming here, and from the interns who were able to work 
through Local 16 and Opportunities for All on the Matrix. 
 
Executive Director Robbins ended her report and President Wang thanked her for the report. She then asked for 
any Commissioner comments. 
 
Vice President Stiker thanked Executive Director Robbins for the report and her work this year and paving the way 
for next year. He then asked what the reason for Goliath not returning might be. Executive Director Robbins stated 
that she hadn’t gotten an answer for them. Commissioner Beaumonte added that it was definitely related to 
COVID-19 – they were going to do the testing twice but with the lockdown and travel restrictions, they decided 
not to. They are doing what they can do to make things happen. Film SF Manager Manijeh Fata, who is working 
with Goliath, agreed and added that it wasn’t so much about SF’s restrictions as it was about their own. 
 
Commissioner Taylor-McGhee asked that in prepping for the annual report, are there any projections for the 
economic hit from this year. Executive Director Robbins shared that numbers are down over 50% in everything 
and on top of that, there were no productions using the Rebate Program. Some were planning to come in the spring 
but couldn’t due to COVID-19 or other factors. She is hoping to hold on to the money that was not used since the 
Office is being asked to cut the budget. 
 
Commissioner Rosenthal had a question about the budget and Executive Director Robbins had just answered it. 
She also wanted to acknowledged all the staff for how hard they have been working in this difficult year. She felt 
that the Commission hasn’t had the opportunity to be helpful so she invites Executive Director Robbins to connect 
if she needs anything. Executive Director Robbins appreciated Commissioner Rosenthal’s sentiments and stated 
that the Office has been focused on re-writing guidelines so there hasn’t been time and room to ask for help in 
other aspects of the work. Commissioner Rosenthal stated that she’d be happy to be an extra eye on the policies as 
a regulatory trade attorney. 
 
Vice President Stiker stated that the discussion on the impact for the budget due to COVID-19 is an appropriate 
topic to bring up and what has been said is worrisome. He asked if there is any way for the Commission to help 
explain that the budget for the Office is an accelerant to the local economy so that no much can be cut. The 
Commission would be happy to make this message clear to the City. Executive Director Robbins thanked him for 
the offer. 
 
President Wang asked for any more Commission or public comments and none were given. 
 
REPORT BY FILM OFFICE FILM COORDINATOR MAY LIANG ABOUT THE OEWD RACIAL 
EQUITY PLAN AND THE POLICY BODIES & COMMISSIONS RACIAL EQUITY SUB-COMMITTEE 
(DISCUSSION ONLY) 
President Wang began by welcoming guests Ms. Marissa Bloom, Ms. Jennifer Hand and Ms. Tajuana Gray, the 
leads Racial Equity Working Group from OEWD. They introduced themselves to the Commission and gave a bit 
of context around the work. They thanked the Commission for inviting them to the meeting and also thanked 
Racial Equity leads in the Film Office for their work around this issue so far. 



Film Coordinator May Liang then gave a brief over view of the Racial Equity Action Plan in OEWD – the 
presentation can be found here: 
https://filmsf.org/sites/default/files/Meetings/2020/REAP%20Policy%20Board%20Presentation%20v1_Film%20S
F.pdf.  
 
The report included an overview of what racial equity is and the legislation that started off this process. It laid out 
the timeline of how the current plan came to be and the specific subgroups for Phase 1 of the Action Plan. The 
report also went into specifics about the Action Items that are part of the Policy Boards and Commission 
subcommittee and finally, the next steps in the process into the new year. 
 
Film Coordinator Liang ended her report and President Wang asked for any more comments and context from the 
guests. Ms. Gray thanked Film Coordinator Liang for her engagement in the process – Ms. Bloom and Ms. Hand 
agreed on the sentiment and asked for questions. 
 
President Wang thanked the Racial Equity leads for their time and work and then asked for Commissioner 
comments. 
 
Vice President Stiker thanked the Racial Equity for their work and for uplifting Film Coordinator Liang.  
 
President Wang then asked a series of questions: 

• What is the timing look like regarding the resolutions? 
o Film Coordinator Liang stated that the timeline is flexible and the most important part right now is 

finalizing the action items for the Film Commission. 
o Ms. Hand added that this whole process is a three-year plan. Not all items have to begin 

implementation by March 2021. The resolution items were added last week so the plan is to have a 
meeting in January to discuss them. 

• Are there ways that we could leverage the collective work of other Commissions in OEWD through the 
Racial Equity framework? 

o Executive Director Robbins stated that the Small Business Commission operates very differently 
than the Film Commission so there may be some obstacles but this can be something that we can 
explore. 

o Ms. Bloom added that although the Commissions under OEWD are very different, the Policy 
Boards and Commissions Subcommittee is the space where this exploration and discussion can 
happen. This is so all the boards and commission are supported, connected and in alignment with 
each other. 

President Wang added that this presentation has created some great topics for discussion in the Film Commission 
Racial Equity retreat. 
 
President Wang asked for any more Commissioner comments and none were given. She then asked for any public 
comments. 
 
Mr. Frank Simeone wanted to share in regards to equity and diversity, they had recently wrapped an episode of the 
show City of Champions in Oakland and the local crew was really fantastic and very diverse – half of the crew 
were African American and many of the talent was as well. 
 
GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT (DISCUSSION ONLY) 
President Wang asked if there were any additional public comments and none were given. 
 
ADJOURNMENT (ACTION ITEM) 
President Wang asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Segal motioned and Commissioner 
Delorio seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous and the meeting was adjourned at 3:35 pm.  

https://filmsf.org/sites/default/files/Meetings/2020/REAP%20Policy%20Board%20Presentation%20v1_Film%20SF.pdf
https://filmsf.org/sites/default/files/Meetings/2020/REAP%20Policy%20Board%20Presentation%20v1_Film%20SF.pdf
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